REVIEWS. 


A Treatise on Orthopedic Surgery. By Royal Whitman, 
M.D., Instructor in Orthopedic Surgery in the College of Physi¬ 
cians and Surgeons of Columbia University, New York; Associate 
Surgeon to the Hospital for Ruptured and Crippled; Orthopedic 
Surgeon to the Hospital of St. John’s Guild; Chief of the Ortho¬ 
pedic Department of the Vanderbilt Clinic; Member of the Royal 
College of Surgeons of England; Member and some time President 
of the American Orthopedic Association; Corresponding Member 
of the British Orthopedic Society; Member of the New York 
Surgical Society, etc. Second edition, revised and enlarged. 
Illustrated with 507 engravings. Philadelphia and New York: 
Lea Brothers & Co., 1903. 

The second edition of this book triply applauds its author. The 
first edition, profusely illustrated by line and half-tone prints, 
completely and concisely presented the best and latest thought of 
to-day in orthopedic surgery. The prompt exhaustion of this 
edition is but a merited acknowledgment of the appreciation of 
the medical bookbuyer. The bookmaker’s tribute to the waiter 
follows and will be welcomed by the booklover, since it accords a 
more generous, fitting, and attractive publication to the second 
edition. In the latter, contrasted with its predecessor, suitably 
selected paper has vastly improved the printing of the half-tones, 
while the judicious leading of a smaller printed page, framed with 
wider margins, and marked by a freer use of boldface headings, 
has much increased the ease of reading and reference and mate¬ 
rially enhanced the beauty as w r ell as the number of the new book’s 
pages. Not resting on the double laurels won by the first edition, 
the author has proceeded to deserve a third variety on account of 
new features introduced in text and illustration in the second edition. 
Not only has the work been brought abreast of the moment by a 
number of valuable additions, but the matter of the first edition 
has been revised and in a couple of instances reclassified. 

The Lorenz refinement of the Pravaz and Paci manipulative 
articulation by “bloodless method” of congenitally unarticulated 
hip-joints is described in minute detail, and step by step illustrated 
through each stage of operation, fixation, and after-treatment This 
supplement to what in the first edition was rather a comprehensive 
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chapter will doubtless be scrutinized first and with ungrudging 
approval by each reader of the new volume. Congenitally mal¬ 
formed hips, however, are comparatively rare deformities, and the 
greater usefulness of this book lies in the excellent chapters, with 
which we are familiar, dealing with the more prevalent tubercular 
lesions of spine and hip, with rachitic deformities, with scoliosis, 
with paralyses, and the congenital and other distortions of the feet, 
including the practically universal ones due to conventional shoeing, 
and not forgetting the newly inserted method of correcting hallux 
valgus by Sampson's ingenious toe-post. One cannot glance at 
these chapters, in either edition, without admiration for their illus¬ 
trative demonstration—clear beyond mistake—of the most modern 
orthopedic methods and apparatus. 

The topical division of subjects with subclassifications on a patho¬ 
logical basis has been preserved, and doubtless will be of practical 
assistance in reference for physicians not devoted to this specialty. 
On the other hand, both scientifically and for the instruction of 
students, it would seem preferable to group the subjects according 
to their pathological origin and subdivide them in reference to their 
anatomical distribution. J. M. S. 


Radium and Other Radioactive Substances: Polonium, 
Actinium, and Thorium. With a consideration of Phosphores¬ 
cent and Fluorescent Substances, the Properties and Applications 
of Selenium, and the Treatment of Disease by the Ultraviolet 
Light. By William J. Hammer, Consulting Electrical Engineer. 
New York: D. Van Nostrand Co., 1903. 

Coming at this time, when the attention of students of both pure 
and applied science is focused on the extraordinary phenomena 
manifested by radium, polonium, and their allies, this little work 
is singularly opportune. Within the brief compass of 72 pages the 
author presents clearly and concisely a great deal of very interesting 
and instructive matter. 

To the physician the subject has a double interest: he follows 
with appreciation the work of the physicists in their investigations 
into those activities, the manifestations of which have so changed 
our views of matter; he seeks for therapeutic possibilities in the 
practical application of this radioaction against disease. 

The first part is devoted to a consideration of phosphorescent 
and fluorescent substances, which the author aptly likens to “step- 
down transformers,” in that they lower the vibration frequency of 
ultraviolet rays to such a number that the human eye can appreciate 
them. The fact that many of these substances respond to the stimu¬ 
lation of radioaction and emit light makes their study one of 



